
 

 

       

 Helen Haller Elementary 

May 2020 Parent Newsletter 

Our Mission: 

We believe every  

student can be  

successful— 

no exceptions!  

350 W Fir Street, Sequim, WA 98382 
360.582.3200 Office 360.681.8543 Fax  Office Hours: 7:30 AM- 3:30 PM 

Becky Stanton, Principal  Shelley Jefferson,  Assistant Principal 

Homework Packet Pickup /Library Book Dropoff  April 27—30, School Medicine Pickup April 30 

Respectful * Responsible * Safe 

Dear Haller Families, 

We hope you all are doing well and staying healthy.  I sure have been impressed with so many parents engaging with 

teachers and their student’s work.  We know it is an adjustment and not always easy to manage but what wonderful 

things I’m hearing from teachers about their interactions with the families they teach.  Thank you for engaging in this 

new format for learning with us.  We couldn’t do it without your partnership. 

As I shared last week, we will have a second round of packets for Helen Haller students during the last week of April.  

Our plan is to distribute them to families, via cars in our pick-up lane.  Our staff will be wearing gloves and masks and 

interactions will be brief.  We are happy to give virtual air hugs and we ask that all students and parents stay inside of 

the car.  This is for everyone’s safety. 

Packets – They will go out the week of April 27 and are teacher-supported packets.  They will have learning material 

through the remainder of the school year.  They will include low tech and no tech options and will primarily be paper 

and pencil.  Teachers will continue to communicate with you through Class Dojo, email, and phone.  Teachers will share 

some ways they will check for student understanding and provide feedback to students about their learning. 

Packet Pickup – There is a schedule and map on page 2.  Please look for your child’s teacher name and come on your 

designated day.  We are doing the best we can to put multi-student families together and we will be ready on the day 

you come.  Here are some helpful hints to make this safe for everyone: 

       *Please drive through our pickup lane – there will be signs and you can give us the name of your child.   
  There is no need to get out of your car.  We will hand the packets to you. 
*Please roll down your windows so that we can hand you the materials.  We will be wearing gloves and masks. 
*If you can’t pick up the packet on your scheduled date and time but you know someone who can, that’s great.           
Have them share the student name and we will give them the packet. 
*If you don’t think you can pick up your packet during your scheduled time we have an open pickup time on 
Thursday that coincides with medication pickup.   
*If it’s not possible for you to pick up next week please contact your teacher to make arrangements. 
*Then, proceed to follow the signs to the back of the gym to return library books. 

Please refer to the Packet Pickup and Library Book Return Schedule and Map on page 2.   

As you may have already noticed, supports, approaches, and resources may continue to evolve as information or needs 

change.  We appreciate your patience and flexibility in adapting as updates roll out to us. 

Finally, we thank you for all you are doing for your students.  We are working hard to do our best for all 

Haller students.  If you find yourself overwhelmed, put the packets away and play a game, take some 

time to rest, come back the next day fresh and ready to go.  We thank you and support you in all your 

efforts for the kids you graciously share with us.  

With much care to all of you —-from Mrs. Becky Stanton and our entire Helen Haller Staff! 



 

 

 

From the Nurse 

 
  

 

 
School Medications  
If your child had medication at school or on the bus, please come and pick it up on Thursday, April 30 between the 
times of  2:30—6 p.m.  The medications will be at Helen Haller for “curbside” pickup during that time. 
(Please refer to page 1 for pickup procedures, and see map below.)  
Since we cannot keep medications at school while it is out of session or over the summer, any leftover medications will 
be discarded. For questions please call District Nurse Sonja Bittner at (360)477-7728.  Information about Medication at 
School Protocol and school forms are available on the Sequim School District home page under the  
Department tab – Health Services.   Thank you, and be well! 
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Sonja Bittner, RN/District Nurse 

sbittner@sequimschools.org  

360.477.7728 

Returning Library Books 
On our last day of school, all Haller classes rotated through the library with the opportunity to check out up to 10 books 
for each student. If your child has read their library books and you are ready to return them, you may do so when you 
pick up your school work packets. Consult the schedule and map that follows.  If you are not done with your library books, 
there may be an additional opportunity to turn them in at the end of the school year. More information on this additional 
library book return time coming soon. 

Homework Packet Distribution and Library Book Return Schedule 

 
 

 

  
  

  Monday, April 27th Tuesday, April 28th Wednesday, April 29th Thursday, April 30th 

9:00-10:00am 
  

Corder & Novak Benner & Mullikin Hill & Klinger   

10:00-11:00am 
  

Rayburn Mooney Beaver   

11:00 – 12:00pm Nash &  Mr. Marcey Minard & Thorson Caron & Danielson   

12:15-1:30pm No packets available 
during this time 

No packets available during 
this time 

No packets available dur-
ing this time 

No packets available during 
this time 

1:30-2:30pm Hagan & MacDougall- 
Danielson 

Ellefson & Forrest Himley & Vincent   

2:30-3:30pm Mrs. Marcy Luengen Holt & Rothwell Open pick up & med pick up 

3:30-4:30pm Miller & Rudzinski Oden & Riggs   Open pick up & med pick up 

4:30 – 6:00       Open pick up & med pick up 

Library Book  

Dropoff  

Homework Packet 

Pickup 



Library Link 

Hello to our Haller Families! I miss our Haller kids very much and hope you are 

all well and enjoying some extra time with your families. 

Mrs. K Reads! 

If you haven’t had a chance to check out my new web page for our school 

closure time, Mrs. K Reads, feel free to find it on the Haller website at 

 Mrs. K Reads!   You will find new read-aloud videos for picture books and also 

a new chapter read from Neil Gaiman’s chapter book, Fortunately, the Milk. 

You will also find resources for learning fun at home and a weekly activity 

suggestion. 

Returning Library Books 

On our last day of school, all Haller classes rotated through the library with the opportunity to check out up to 10 books for 

each student. If your child has read their library books and you are ready to return them, you may do so when you pick up 

your school work packets. Please contact your classroom teacher for dates and times for your student. If you are not done 

with your library books, there will be an additional opportunity to turn them in at the end of the school year.  

Six Books for Summer 

All books have been ordered! Online order forms were available for students to select their books through April 6. If your 

student did not fill out an order form, your teacher either selected for them or I ordered the top six picks from their grade 

level for them, so they will still receive books. Distribution place and time are still being worked out. 

Free eBooks and Audiobooks 

With the closure of the public library building and our school library, you may be struggling to find new books for your child 

to read at home. There are many free resources available! Please see the list below for two of my favorites. 

1.  There is no better online resource than your public library. You will find thousands of free audiobooks, eBooks, music, 

movies, and TV shows through their online resources and apps such as the Hoopla app and the Libby app. If you don’t have a 

library card (which you need in order to access most of the resources), it’s easy to sign up for one on the NOLS website at 

https://www.nols.org/digital-books-media/. 

2.  TumbleBooks is Helen Haller's subscription link to animated eBooks and read-alongs for elementary-aged student, 

available on the Haller website. 

Finally, please know that I am still available by email for any questions or just to say “hi”.  Please remember 

to KEEP READING! I can’t wait to see you again!   
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Questions or comments? Contact Sheri Kruckeberg/Teacher Librarian at 

skruckeberg@sequimschools.org. 

From left:  Kindergarten teacher Lorrie Corder, ELL teacher Sonja Younger and paraeducator Monica Gonzalez (and Chewy!) 

http://hhe.sequimschools.org/library/mrs__k_reads_
https://www.nols.org/
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/auto_login.aspx?u=hhaller&p=books


What is Memorial Day? 

It is a U.S. federal holiday, commemorating those who 

have died in military service to their country.  It is ob-

served each year on the last Monday in May.  Observances are held 

at military graveyards, cemeteries and memorials, and military 

themed parades are held across the country.  The holiday is also 

associated with the Indianapolis 500 car race which is held on the 

Sunday preceding Memorial Day.  Previously called Decoration 

Day, this was when people visited cemeteries to place flowers  on 

soldiers’ graves.  In recent times it has become a common practice 

to place an American flag on each grave in national cemeteries. 

Two other days celebrate those who serve or have served in the 

U.S. military:  Veterans Day , which celebrates the service of all U.S. 

military veterans; and Armed Forces Day, a minor U.S.  

remembrance celebrated earlier in May, specifically honoring 

those currently serving in the U.S. military.  This year, Armed 

Forces Day will be celebrated on Saturday, May 16 and  

Veterans Day on Wednesday, November 11. 
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Register your Child for Kindergarten for the 2020—21 School Year! 

  Kindergarten online enrollment registration is now available for all students who will enter 

the Sequim School District this fall. Your child must be age 5 years by  

August 30 to be eligible to attend kindergarten in the fall. 

Please register your incoming kindergartner at your family’s neighborhood  

elementary school at NEW Student Enrollment or type in  

https://www2.wrdc.wa-k12.net/scripts/cgiip.exe/WService=wsequims71/skyenroll. 

Sequim School District invites parents to a Kindergarten Informational Night on August 3 from 6—7 p.m. at Helen Haller Ele-

mentary and Greywolf Elementary. Please join your attendance area school and learn about the upcoming school year.   

(See Attendance Boundaries Map on the District’s website under Enrollment-Registration Information.)  

Kindergarten screening will be offered on August 10 from 4—6:30 p.m. at both elementary schools. Incoming  

kindergarteners will complete a brief screening as well as have an opportunity to meet and play with new and old friends 

and get to know kindergarten teachers and administrators.  

These dates are subject to change as needed according to state provisions on COVID-19.  

Photo at R:  Who are these masked women?  First grade teachers (from left) 

Gwen Rudzinski, Ione Marcy, Pattie Hagan, Kelly Miller and Chris MacDougall 

Danielson, preparing homework packets and showing the Haller Heart sign! 

Haller Scholarship Update  
Even in these challenging times, our generous Haller 

PTO still awarded the annual scholarship to a gradu-

ating Sequim High senior. This year's choice is former 

Cougar Darren Salazar, who has put in an amazing 

number of hours coming back to volunteer at Haller 

during his high school career.  Salazar will receive a 

$500 scholarship. 

To be eligible, a student had to have attended Haller 

Elementary for at least three years and then have 

spent at least 5 hours helping back at HHE. Darren put 

in far more hours than that. Special thanks goes to 

Mitzi Sanders, career center coordinator at SHS, who 

scanned parts of scholarship notebooks so  

candidates could be screened online.  

Since there won’t be the traditional scholar-

ship night event this spring, Salazar has al-

ready been notified of this award.   

The Haller Elementary scholarship, awarded 

for the last 20 years, has provided nearly 

$10,000 to Haller students graduating from 

SHS.  Money comes mostly from Haller PTO, 

with some donations coming from other outside  

parties.  Interested donors should contact Eric  

Danielson at edanielson@sequimschools.org.  

https://www2.wrdc.wa-k12.net/scripts/cgiip.exe/WService=wsequims71/skyenroll
http://sequimschools.org/our_district/enrollment-_registration_information/attendance_boundaries_map
mailto:edanielson@sequimschools.org


Non-discrimination Clause: Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, na-

tional origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 

and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  

The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:  

Title IX, and Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator Dr. Robert Clark, rclark@sequimschools.org, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3262,  

and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator Matt Duchow, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3402, mduchow@sequimschools.org. 

Upcoming Events  

April 27—30—Homework Packet Pickup/ 
Library Book Dropoff 

April 27—School Board mtg 
April 30—School Medicine Pickup  

May 1—National School Principals Day 
May 4—School Board mtg 

May 4—8—Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 5—Cinco de Mayo, National Teachers Day 

May 6—National School Nurses Day 
May 16—Armed Forces Day 

May 18—School Board mtg, new extended deadline 
 to order a 2019-20 Haller yearbook  

May 25—Memorial Day  
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May 4—8 is Teacher Appreciation Week and 

May 5 is National Teachers Day 

We appreciate our teachers, perhaps even more during this 

time of the COVID-19 pandemic.   

We will pay tribute to our teaching staff by featuring their 

photos during the week of May 4—8 on our  

Helen Haller Elementary Facebook page.   

Check it out and “like” our page to receive updates. 

May 1 is National School Principal Day! 

Today’s school principal is a team leader, coach, counselor, 

collaborator, cheerleader, and more, all in one! 

Strong school leadership isn’t easy to achieve, especially  

today. But when good school leaders 

excel, their actions can change the 

lives of students, staff, and  

community members. 

Thank you, Mrs. Stanton, for being 

Haller’s #1 cheerleader! 

May 6 is National School Nurses Day 

 On July 4, 1968, the National Education Association estab-

lished the Department of School Nurses (DSN), an associa-

tion dedicated to the advancement of school nursing prac-

tice and the health of school-age children.  Over the next few 

years, each state established its own school nurses associa-

tion under the umbrella of the Department of School Nurs-

es.  In 1974, President Ford proclaimed the fourth Wednes-

day in January as National School Nurse Day.  School nurses 

are now nationally recognized and celebrated for contrib-

uting to the health and well-being of the nation’s students. 

For more information on this day visit the 

 National School Nurse Day website. 

 

 

 

Thanks to our Health Services Team (below, from L to R):  

Sonja Bittner/District Nurse, Cherie Hendrickson/Health 

Clerk, and Cassie Cobb/Health Clerk! 

Photo above (from left, clockwise): Robin Forrest, Carolyn Luengen, 

Emily Ellefson,  Rachel Oden and Ann Riggs, all Haller teachers! 

facebook.com/HelenHallerElementary/
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-school-nurse-day-wednesday-of-national-nurses-week/

